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  1975 Prime Minister Gough Whitlam and Gurindji Elder Vincet Lingiari

This month marks that 
historic day in 1975 on 
which the then Prime 
Minister, Gough
Whitlam poured the red 
soil of Daguragu into the 
outstretched hands of Old 
Man Vincent Lingiari and 
officially handed back the 
sacred lands of the 
Gurindji people. 

The Gurindji people 
walked off the Wave Hill 

cattle property in 1966 and went on strike to achieve equal 
wages and access to their traditional lands.

On that day and on behalf of the Australian people 
Mr. Whitlam said these words – “I solemnly hand to you 
these deeds as proof in Australian law that these lands
 belong to the Gurindji people and I put into your hands 
part of the earth as a sign that this land will be in the 
possession of you and your children forever.”

With those words the traditional homelands became once 
again the possession of the Gurindji people and the special 
secret places in which the Gurindji Dreaming lived, were 
once again being held and protected by the proper 
guardians.

Sadly, these two great men have since passed on; but the 
power and import of that amazing moment will forever be 
burned into the national ethos and within the spirits and 
consciousness of every Australian.

On that day the photo of the hand back was also taken by a 
senior Aboriginal photographer, Uncle Merv Bishop.

Within a matter of months of that day in 1975 the Whitlam 
government was illegally removed by the Governor 
General and after a short time Gough Whitlam left the 
federal parliament. Uncle Vincent Lingiari also stepped 
back from the public eye and devoted his time and energy 
to working the lands with his people.

At Link-Up (Qld) we honour those two Old Men and we 
thank them for that very special moment, when the two 
codes of law reached a coming together and a long period 
of terrible injustice was made right. Every time that we are 
able to bring together a family that had been torn apart and 
held away from each other by blind and rotten white man 
laws, we are also able to achieve our own historic moment 
when our people are able to stop time and space and are 
together once again.
 

Land & country will always be at the core of our identity. 
It is land & country that define us as Aboriginal & Islander 
people. Gough Whitlam will always be an important part 
of the national heritage. Uncle Vincent Lingiari will always 
be honoured within the lives and camps of our people. 
They even named a federal electorate after him.

Here at Link-Up (Qld) – we will continue to march that 
same road and fight the same battles to give justice to our 
people and to hold white Australia fully accountable for the 
horrific crimes that generations of cold blooded officials 
have perpetrated against us.

August 16th. 1975 – Gurindji Dugaragu Day. 



Welcome to this Special
 NAIDOC edition of 

Link-Up (Qld) newsletter.  
Link-Up (Qld) staff attend-
ed NAIDOC activities and 
events at various locations 
across the state, not only to 
promote the important work 
we do, but to share in the 
celebrations of our culture 
and recognising the

 achievements of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, our resilience and 

the significant contributions we make in our communities 
and more broadly to society.

Link-Up (Qld) provides important services throughout the 
state of Queensland by developing and maintaining 
partnerships and linkages with other service providers 
through collaboration and joint outreach.  Our regional 
offices in Cairns, Townsville and Mt Isa have been kept 
busy with new intakes and organising reunions for Stolen 
Generations members with their families and are provided 
with support from our Head Office in Brisbane.

As a member of the National NAIDOC Committee I
attended the National event in Adelaide.  The Adelaide 
NAIDOC Committee and local community were great 
hosts.  We attended local events and a march on NAIDOC 
Day which saw well over 1,000 people in the march. 

The National NAIDOC Committee recognises and cele-
brates the achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and their contribution at a National level 
and in their communities and congratulates the ten 
outstanding Award recipients who were honoured at the 
2015 National NAIDOC Awards Ceremony.

Tauto Sansbury, a local South Australian Narungga man, 
was awarded the prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award. 
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Front Cover:
Elders Faye Carr with her Aunty 
Phyllis Parsons in front of the old 
Milking Shed, Purga Mission.  
Aunty Phyllis worked in the Shed 
while in the Girls Dormitory.

    Patricia Conlon

DISCLAIMER: Whilst every effort has been made to 
respect cultural traditions, Indigenous readers are 

advised that this publication may contain images of 
people who are deceased.
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Tauto is a respected advocate for social justice and has 
fought to improve the conditions of Aboriginal people in 
the criminal justice system. 

Rosalie Kunoth-Monks was awarded the National 
NAIDOC Person of the Year Award.  Rosalie Kunoth-
Monks has had a major impact on the nation’s cultural, 
political and social life for more than half a century.  She 
is also famous for her role as Jedda – an internationally 
acclaimed film made in 1955.  

And on Q & A program a year ago in response to 
comments about the “Aboriginal problem” not being 
solved - a reference made to programs aimed at assisting 
Aboriginal people, “You know I have a culture, I am a cul-
tured person,” she said, peppering her speech with words 
in her native language.”

“I am not something that fell out of the sky for the pleasure 
of somebody putting another culture into this cultured 
being,” she said. “John (Pilger) shows what is an ongoing 
denial of me.  I am not an Aboriginal, or indeed 
indigenous, I am ... (a) first nation’s person. A sovereign 
person from this country.  I speak my language, and I
practise my cultural essence of me.  Don’t try and suppress 
me, and don’t call me a problem, I am not the problem.”

This is what we celebrate – our culture, our heritage, our 
intelligence, our strength and our resilience.

2015 NAIDOC Committee and Awards Winners
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NAIDOC - Musgrave Park, Brisbane

The National NAIDOC Theme for 2015 is:  We all 
Stand on Sacred Ground: Learn, Respect & Celebrate. 
 
This year NAIDOC celebrated twenty-four years at 
Musgrave Park. It is the single largest celebration 
during NAIDOC Week in Australia.  The park was a 
sea of red, black and yellow with people ready to enjoy 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Culture with 
family and friends.  

Musgrave Park Family Fun Day continues to grow in 
size with merchandise and food stalls, performances 
and rides for children available.  An estimated 10,000 
people enjoyed the day visiting the many stalls, 
yarning, gathering information and promotional 
material.  

Singer/songwriter Archie Roach was a special guest 
who was there to perform during the day.  Archie was 
recently appointed a member of the Order of
Australia. 

The Multimedia Unit of Link-Up (Qld) was 
fortunate to secure an interview with Archie while he 
waited to perform.

Link-Up (Qld) staff were swept off their feet 
busily keeping up with the demand of bagging 
t-shirts, books, newsletters, notebooks, fans, thermal 
mugs and other promotional materials for the surging 
crowd.

For us it was a very successful day with all 
merchandise gone and perspective clients awaiting 
follow up.
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Leeanne Enoch MP for Algester with Link-Up (Qld) staff
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A MESSAGE TO THE STOLEN GENERATIONS
I’m with you and my heart goes out to you.  It took 
me a little while to get back and to find me family 
and find me mob and find out where I’m from and 
everything and even today I’m still meeting family.
My sister, I met her in a pub in Sydney.  We didn’t 
know each other from a bar of soap.  We all the same 
mob from down home.  

I felt lost, through the years you just become resil-
ient you know.  All the years of what’s happened and 
it’s not just being taken away, but how you are being 
treated, racially abused and things like that. Through 
the years you become resilient and my music helps 
me.  

I got sick for a couple of years, I been crook.  I’m a 
Stroke survivor and a Lung Cancer survivor.  But I 
believe in my Spirit. We’re Spiritual people and I 
believe very strongly that Spirit… if you tap into your 
Spirit you can get through.  It’s very important. I 
always talk to the old people, just to help me through 
the day and guide me, guide my footsteps.  

The Government is still grabbing kids, they’re still 
taking them away and they still haven’t got it right!  
They don’t understand that you’ve got to go to 
Community first and ask Community rather than just 
going in and taking kids. Go to Family first, and talk 
to the extended family and consult with them. 

I just think we take it upon ourselves to get the job 
done.  You can’t rely on Government all the time, we 
take it upon ourselves to do what we can to help and 
to heal our Communities.  

7

Archie Roach 
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NAIDOC - Redcliffe NAIDOC - Caboolture

Thursday 9th July
Link-Up (Qld) Royal Commission SEWB Counsellor 
Gordon Glenbar and SEWB Counsellor Florence Ash 
spent the day at Redcliffe Hospital with a stall 
promoting the services of Link-Up (Qld). 

Due to the day being overcast and the constant threat 
of rain the crowd numbers where not as high as hoped 
for. State Member for Murrumba, Chris Whiting was 
in attendance along with elders and the local 
community. 

The crowd was entertained by local and Stradbroke 
Island children’s dance groups.

Monday 13th July 
Gordon and Florence also attended NAIDOC 
celebrations at the Caboolture Hospital.  

The day was very successful with good attendance 
from the community, considering this was the first 
time the event was held here. Many of the hospital 
workers made their way down to view the
entertainment. 

The Link-Up (Qld) promotional material and 
information proved to be very popular.  

Chris Whiting MP for Murrumba Chris and Link-Up (Qld) Royal 
Commission SEWB Counsellor Gordon Glenbar
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NAIDOC - Centacare - Fortitude Valley, Brisbane
NAIDOC Celebrations were held at Centacare’s 
Fortitude Valley office last month. Link-Up (Qld) staff 
were invited to attend a special morning tea at which 
Uncle Joe Kirk performed the Welcome to Country 
with guest speakers, Marshall Saunders (Institute 
of Urban Indigenous Health), Debra Bennet (Rela-
tionships Australia) and Christine Hodges (Director, 
Community Services, Centacare) also in attendance. 
Guests and staff were treated to a special traditional 
dance performance by the Wakka Wakka Dancers.  

Centacare provides family and relationship services 
including counselling, education, dispute resolution, 
domestic and family violence support as well as 
children’s and community services programs. For 
more information, contact Centacare’s Indigenous 
Family & Community Support Practitioner, 
Toni Janke on 07 32524371.
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NAIDOC - Purga Mission

It was a beautiful relaxing day at Purga Mission, a 
rural setting just 14 km south of central Ipswich. The 
name Purga originates from pur pur, a Yuggera word 
meaning meeting place. The Purga Mission
commenced in 1901 and was administered by the 
Salvation Army under the Aboriginal Protection Act 
1897. 

The Mission was originally 1,500 acres and had a 
thriving rural industry until 1941 when Aboriginal 
people were removed to Cherbourg Mission 300 km 
further west.  In 1988 the Aboriginal community 
purchased a 68 acre portion of the original mission 
which included the original Purga meeting place.  

The Link-Up (Qld) staff who attended welcomed the 
atmosphere after a hectic NAIDOC week of 
celebrations in Brisbane. A estimated  100 people
attended the event.  

Link-Up (Qld) set up a stall alongside other 
organisations including Kambu, National Australia

Bank and Indigenous Music.

Jets Sports set up games for the children and Artists 
who painted their deadly designs on old Surf Boards 
and held face painting activities.  
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NAIDOC - Cairns
Cairns and Far North Queensland NAIDOC Com-
mittees, Respected Community Members and Organ-
isations planned and hosted a variety of activities to 
commemorate NAIDOC 2015.

The theme – We all Stand on Sacred Ground: Learn, 
Respect and Celebrate – highlights Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples’ strong spiritual and 
cultural connection to land and sea.

Our peoples’ unique and timeless connection to the 
land and sea and their relationship with our Dream-
ing Stories is the special focus and theme of this year’s 
National NAIDOC Week celebrations. 

Friday 10th July was the official “Be Loud, Be Proud” 
NAIDOC March from Munro Martin Park to Fogarty 
Park. Even though the day started out cold and rain-
ing organisers estimate that between 500 – 700 people 
braved the elements to march as one. 

Fogarty Park had 80 stalls on the day with around 
2000 people visiting and being entertained by local 
talent as well as comedian Sean Choolburra. Aunty 
Henrietta Fourmile did the Welcome to Country, 
while Pastor Norm Miller delivered a speech and 
prayer. 

Link-Up (Qld) Case Worker Wayne Ah-Wong spent 
the day interacting with the community and also
promoting Link-Up (Qld) services. He received a lot 
of interest in Link-Up (Qld) and is looking forward to 
following up these enquires. 
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NAIDOC - Kuranda
On Thursday 9th July Link-Up (Qld) SEWB 
Counsellor Toni attended the “Kuranda NAIDOC” at 
the Kuranda Amphitheatre. 

‘To Bring Our Community Together’ sentiments 
complimented the official NAIDOC themed
celebrations, commencing with a March from Town 
to the Kuranda Amphitheatre followed by ‘Welcome 
To Country’,  Traditional Dancing, Story Telling and 
History Workshops and Stalls from Local Community
Service Providers, Elders Tent and Music. 

Toni stated “It was a great day spending time in the 
community and to hand out Link-Up (Qld) bags with 
promotional material and information to those that 
where there”.

 It was great to highlight our commitment to provide 
services to individuals, families or communities who 
have been affected by past Australian Government 
removal policies and practices.
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NAIDOC  - Townsville

2015 Townsville NAIDOC events were held at a
number of different venues across the Townsville 
region from 28th June to 12th July.  This also 
included the Annual NAIDOC dinner which was 
hugely successful, Church Services, Flag Raising 
Ceremonies, Breakfasts, Open Days and “The Deadly 
Day Out”.  

The day started off with the march from Kirwan High 
School to Pioneer Parklands at Riverway. Around 200 
people walked the route with banners and placards.     

“The Deadly Day Out “was well attended by over 
1,000 people throughout the day.  There were stalls 
from various organisations including Link-Up (Qld), 
ATSI performances, guest speakers which included 
Russell Butler, Florence Onus and Morris Cloudy, 
Townsville’s Got Talent and local entertainment.  
         
Palm Island also held NAIDOC events from 12th to 
19th July.  These events included Church Services, 
movie screenings, cultural activities, breakfasts, art 
workshops and a float parade.
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NAIDOC - Mount Isa
An open day at Link-Up (Qld) regional office at 
Mount Isa was organised to invite community 
members to give them an awareness of the services 
that are provided for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Stolen Generations.

The open day was hosted by Bethel Clay and 
Margaret North: SEWB Counsellors.

Many of the community came along,  refreshments 
were provided and information and promotional 
material handed out. 
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Royal Commission Update 
- Royal Commission SEWB Gordon Glenbar

SEWB Counsellor Margaret North and I did an 
outreach trip to Cunnamulla and Charleville where 
we were welcomed by local organisations interested in 
hearing about Link-Up (Qld)s core business and also 
information about the Royal Commission.  We were 
fortunate to be able to participate in NAIDOC 
celebrations in Charleville including a community 
march through the main street and a community 
dinner held at the showgrounds.

The Ration Shed at Cherbourg

Since our last publication, I have had the opportunity 
to organise two meetings for the Cherbourg men`s 
dormitory survivors. One was held at the Jagera Arts 
hall in South Brisbane and the other at the Ration 
Shed in Cherbourg. Both activities were supported by 
BraveHearts, Living Well, KnowMore Legal Service 
and Gallang Place. Participants were able to meet staff 
from service providers funded by the Royal Com-
mission, who shared information about what type of 
support they can provide.  The men were also able to 
get an update on recent Royal Commission activities 
and processes.
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Client Support Group 
2015 Morning Teas

Held on the last Thursday of every month at 
the Link Up (Qld) Brisbane office 

from 10.00am.
Contact Link-Up (Qld) on 07 3034 8444 for 
more information. Next meeting will be on:

24th September
29th October

26th November

Want to make a Donation to 
Link-Up (Qld)?

If you are interested in supporting Link-Up (Qld), all 
donations are tax deductible and can be made to:-

A/c: Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation
ABN:  36 073 956 496
Bank:  Westpac
BSB:  034 013
A/c No.: 277 709

Please send all cheques to  
PO Box 3229, South Brisbane Q 4101

Become a Link-Up (Qld) Member
The benefits of membership include the ability to utilise 

your own talents, skills and 
expertise as a volunteer, receive updates and 

bi-monthly newsletters, voting at general 
elections, being a part of the solution in terms of righting 
the wrongs and having your say in the way Link-Up (Qld) 

Aboriginal Corporation operates.
Go to http://www.link-upqld.org.au/ and 

download the Membership form.

 Link-Up (Qld)’s Sam Watson Jnr, Jason Ives, and I 
spent a day at Logan City where we gave a 
presentation at a morning tea held by the ATODS 
Men’s group that was attended by community
members and staff from several service providers.   
Following the lunch we were also able to present 
information about Link-Up (Qld) to the staff at the 
Logan City Addiction and Mental Health Services 
Centre.

Link-Up (Qld) Caseworker Rob Frescon and I 
attended a morning tea to celebrate National 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 
which was a collaboration between Murawin and 
BraveHearts addressing the impact of child abuse. 
This event enabled us support the good work being 
done and taking the opportunity to network with 
staff from other organisations.

ATODS Men’s Group Logan

National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day

Our Client Tina Taylor 
has volunteered in the 
canteen of GPS Rugby 
Union in Ashgrove for 
quite a while.  Last week 
the Club pleasantly
surprised Tina, presenting 
her with a beautiful 
pewter mug with her 
name engraved to 
thank her for her 
services in 2015.  

Congratulations Tina.

Tina with her Pewter Mug



Link-Up (QLD) ABORIGINAL CORPORATION OFFICES
BRISBANE:
5 Reid Street WOOLLOONGABBA Q 4102
PO Box 3229 SOUTH BRISBANE Q 4101
Email:  contact@link-upqld.org.au
Tel:  (07) 32034 8444 
Fax: (07) 3217 3458

MOUNT ISA:
1/81 Miles Street MOUNT ISA Q 4825
PO Box 296 MT ISA DC Q 4825 
Tel: (07) 4743 9371

CAIRNS:
18 Scott Street PARRAMATTA PARK, CAIRNS 4870
PO Box 298 BUNGALOW Q 4870
Tel:  (07) 4041 7403
Fax: (07) 4027 9665

TOWNSVILLE:
c/- Relationships Australia
745 Riverway Drive THURINGOWA CENTRAL Q 4817
PO Box 247 THURINGOWA CENTRAL Q 4817 
Tel: (07) 4755 4958

Still Bringing Them Home

Link-Up (Qld) is funded by
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet,

Department of Social Services,
 Attorney-General’s Department | Ministry for the Arts,

Department of Communities, Child Safety and 
Disability Services.

FREECALL TO ALL OFFICES 1800 200 855 from landlines
Make sure to like us on FaceBook: www.facebook.com/linkupqueensland

And visit our Website: www.link-upqld.org.au

Link-Up (Qld) 
ABORIGINAL CORPORATION ®

About Link-Up (Qld)
-Our Mission-

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation 
supports the healing journeys of 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander people 
who have been separated from their families and 

cultures through forced removal, fostering, 
adoption and/or institutionalisation. 

We deliver professional, culturally sensitive
and confidential research, reunion 

and cultural wellbeing services.

Link-Up (Qld) Aboriginal Corporation Caseworkers
and Counsellors are experienced individuals

who can assist in reuniting
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander families.

We also provide a referral service to the 
appropriate organisation or
Government Department.

Quick Facts

 h  Link-Up (Qld) is a FREE service   
    

 h  We offer support before, during and    
 after your family reunion 
   

 h  We respect your privacy and treat all   
 information confidentially    
  

 h  Link-Up (Qld) runs a range of healing           
 activities; camps, support groups, art,    
       craft and music workshops   
 

 h  We offer cultural renewal activities and          
 support return to country    
   


